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confusion and difficulties had arisen, the Court of Directors
did most positively forbid and prohibit any thing of that
kind in future, upon any pretence whatsoever, and that no
exchange of officers from one Settlement to another should
ever be permitted without an express order from the Court.

This regulation carried out in the same ship in which I
went, I conceived decisive. I however mentioned it to
Rider, who persevered in urging me to go round to Bengal
with him, where he was certain from his own personal
influence he should be able to procure for me upon that
Establishment the same military rank I had obtained at
Madras. He then recommended me to ask Mr. Bourchier
to let me retain the Ensigncy and go to Bengal upon leave
of absence, also to inform him that I made this application
at his (Rider's) desire. I did so, but the Governor said
it could not be done, that all he could do he would, which
was not only to allow me to go to Bengal, but give me letters
to some friends of his in that Settlement who might be able
to promote my views. He added that he thought it incum-
bent upon him to tell me, in his opinion, I was very wrong
to leave Madras, that I ought to bear in recollection that
even if I succeeded in getting the same rank in the army of
Bengal, I should always be liable to be recalled if the Court
of Directors ever discovered the circumstance, and in such
case they would beyond a doubt dismiss me from their
service altogether. This possibility of a recall, even when
I might have attained a rank of importance as an officer
seriously alarmed me, and upon further deliberation I
resolved to return to England. Having communicated
such my final determination to Mr. Dawson he promised
to write to my father and say I had so done in pursuance
of his advice, and that he thought it the best step I could
take.

Within the space of ten days after the Plassey reached
Madras, the whole of the fleet that left the Downs with her,
bound to the same place, came in. This brought so great
and sudden a supply of European articles as to overstock
the market, and in consequence there were no purchasers